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Rhode Island Medicaid Medical Advisory Committee (MCAC) 
Meeting Notes 
June 8, 2011 

Hazard Building, 7:00 AM 
 
MCAC Committee Attending: Tracey Cohen, MD (for Mack Johnston, MD), Catherine Cummings, 
MD, Pat Flanagan, MD, Jerry Fingerut, MD, Marie Ghazal, Richard Wagner, MD 
 
MCAC Chair & Ex Officio Members Attending:  Elena Nicolella, Ray Maxim, MD 
 
State Staff Attending:   Deborah Florio, Bill McQuade, Ralph Racca 
 
Members of the Public Attending:  Jill Beckwith, Riley Hawkins, Aubrey Manning, Jennifer McElroy, 
Alan Post DC 
 
Support Staff:  Marty Dellapenna 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Meeting Began:  7:05 AM 
 
Attendee Introductions 
 
Updates from Last Meeting 
 
Alternative Treatments in Pain Management 
Dr. Maxim indicated that the Department is actively working on developing a new model within the 
managed care health plans to be implemented on April 1, 2012.  Implementing a Pain Management 
delivery model in the fee-for-service system through Connect Care Choice (CCC) is also being considered 
by DHS.  The Pain Management development team is currently gathering pain management-related data 
that will help to understand the services being used by the target population.  The MCAC will likely be 
asked to review proposed guidance or standards over the next several months as development continues. 
 
Screening, Basic Intervention and Referral to Treatment SBIRT  
Dr. Maxim noted that to date, SBIRT services have not yet been billed to Medicaid, although it is a 
reimbursable service for enrollees in the CCC program.  This is apparently a nationwide occurrence and 
can sometimes be attributed to the lack of access to care after the screening is performed.  Many of the 
barriers that are encountered in RI are primarily administrative and logistical and are being addressed by 
the cross-agency team that is implementing SBIRT services. 
 
Other SBIRT comments:  Practice-based coaching, similar to what the American Academy of Pediatrics 
(AAP) is doing might be helpful to some practice settings.  An idea was presented that might improve a  
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practice’s ability to operationalize SBIRT services.  The idea is to designate key office personnel to be the 
practice SBIRT screener.  
 
New England Comparative Effectiveness Public Advisory Council (CEPAC) - Bill McQuade 
CEPAC members from RI include:  Chuck Eaton, MD, Deidre Gifford, MD, and R. William Corwin, MD.  
The first council meeting will be on Sat. June 11, 2011 in Boston.  The first topic selected is Comparative 
Effectiveness of Radiofrequency Catheter Ablation for Atrial Fibrillation.  Topic selection criteria was 
shared with the MCAC and a list of future topics was presented, which includes the MCAC suggested 
topic Therapies for Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders.  The third topic is Drug Therapy for 
Rheumatoid Arthritis and Psoriatic Arthritis in Adults.  ICER is well-equipped to handle detailed topic 
analysis on a quarterly basis.  Recommendations made by the CEPAC will effect insurer benefit decisions, 
including Medicare and Medicaid.  The Committee is looking for suggestions on how best to 
communicate its findings to the community. 
 
Health Homes - Elena Nicolella 
States can receive a 90% Federal match rate to implement a Health Homes initiative, as approved by 
CMS.  Health Homes are intended to create supports around physical and behavioral health in a place 
where care is coordinated.  DHS has proposed using the CEDARR Centers model and BHDDH has 
proposed using the Community Mental Health Centers.  To date, CMS has not yet determined what health 
homes model will be supported.  DHS includes the development of Health Homes under the umbrella of a 
patient-centered medical home.  Future feedback from the MCAC will be needed especially with regards 
to linkages between physicians and the CEDARR Centers.   
 
 
MCAC’s Role in the Community  
Thus topic was tabled for the next MCAC meeting in September. 
 
Other 
Jill Beckwith shared The Dental Safety Net in Rhode Island – a Special Report (May 2011) with the 
MCAC.  The report gives an overview of the critical role in delivering oral health services that safety net 
facilities play and can be accessed on the KIDS COUNT website at www.rikidscount.org
 
Agenda Items for Next Meeting: 
1.  Program updates 
2.  Meeting MCAC Member’s Needs 
3.  Overview of Access to Oral Health Care in RI and Primary Care Provider’s Role 
4.  RI Child Health Improvement Partnership 
 
 
  
Meeting Adjourned:  8:05 AM 
 
 
Next Meeting:  Wednesday, Sept. 7, 2011 (7:00 AM – 8:00 AM) 

http://www.rikidscount.org/
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