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Comments on the State of Rhode Island’s Medicaid 1115 Wavier Extension Request 
 
The Commission at its Monday February 18th meeting reviewed the proposed Medicaid 1115 Wavier 
Extension Request.  
 
The Commissioners were pleased that the Wavier Extension: 

 Seeks to ensure Medicaid financed services are responsive and appropriate to a person’s 
medical, functional, and social needs. 

o The Commission has long advocated for coordination of all human services.  
o The Consumer Assistance Program for individuals with disabilities and their families should be integrated 

and coordinated: healthcare, housing, job training and employment services, transportation and other 
assistance, not just Medicaid funded services. 

 Continuation of the Optional Medically Needy Coverage Groups 
o Blind individuals who are ineligible as categorically needy 
o Disabled individuals who are ineligible as categorically needy and 
o TEFRA section 134 children 

 Expansion of Groups Under §1115 Demonstration  
o Children and families in managed care enrolled in RIte Care (children under 19 & parents) when the 

parents have behavioral health conditions (substance abuse/mental illness) 
o Children with special health care needs (as an eligibility factor) who are 21 and under 
o Individuals 65 and over At risk for Long Term Care 
o Categorically Needy Individuals receiving Home and Community Based Waiver (high and highest group) 

services 
o Adults with disabilities served by the Office of Rehabilitation Services (ORS) who are not eligible for 

Medicaid 
o Uninsured adults w/mental illness and/or substance abuse problems who are at risk for a hospital level of 

care 
o Youth who are at risk for placement in residential treatment facilities and or in patient hospitalization 
o Children under age 18 who are at risk for institutional care 
o HIV Positive individuals 
o Adults –ages 19-64 – who are unable to work due to a variety of health conditions 

 Seek a waiver for  
o Expedited long term care services 
o Continuity coverage between exchange and Medicaid 

 Inclusion of Potential New Services Under Consideration 
o The Commission believes these new services will be an important component for ensuring individuals 

with disabilities are able to remain in the community 

If communication assistance (readers/interpreters/captioners), or any other accommodation is needed to ensure 
equal participation, please contact the Commission at least three (3) business days prior to the meeting so 
arrangements can be made to provide such assistance at no cost to the person requesting it. 
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o Wellness Benefit 
o Peer navigators 
o Peer Mentoring 
o Peer Specialist/Peer Navigator 
o Pain Management 
o Sobering Treatment Opportunity Program  

 The request should describe the performance benchmark and 
 Identify funding for startup costs 

o Evidence Based Treatment for Children 
o Intensive Care Management 
o Support moving into the community, pay the expenses  
o Community Based Support Services/Supportive Housing 

 Expanded Long Term Services & Supports 
o The definition of  in Core and Preventive Home and Community-based Service Definitions of Preventive 

Services on page 65 is identical to the definition of Homemaker on page 61 
o The description of Wellness Benefit on page 22 would be an excellent definition of Preventive Services. 

 Demonstration Only Benefits under the Extension (Attachment A1) will continue 
o Tobacco cessation and 
o Window replacement – lead prevention.  

 Elimination of the federal financing cap 
 
The Commission has a few but important concerns: 

 Vague descriptions throughout the request 
 Continuity of care as individuals are moved into managed care delivered by selective contracting 

o How will Medicaid ensure these entities are competent to handle the diversity of needs  
 The request should clearly state that dental services for older children and adults will not be 

eliminated during the extension’s 5 years.  
 Children’s services including those with Special Healthcare Needs,  

o The request should be described the services that will be provided, including transitional and home and 
community based services. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Bob Cooper 
Executive Secretary 
 
cc: Kelly Mahoney 
 Commissioners 
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