Rhode Island Medicaid Medical Advisory Committee (MCAC)
Meeting Minutes
December 9, 2009
Louis Pasteur Building, 7:00 AM

MCAC Committee Attending: Mark Braun, Catherine Cummings, MD, Dave Feeney, Marie Ghazal, RN,
Gus Manocchia, MD, Renee Rulin, MD, Craig Syata, Richard Wagner, MD

MCAC Chair & Ex Officio Members Attending: Ray Maxim, MD

State Staff Attending: Rebecca Boss, Ellen Mauro, Patricia Martinez, Corinne Calise-Russo, Craig Stenning,
Ralph Racca

Members of the Public Attending: Randy Edger, Elizabeth Eatles, Jody Rich, MD, Laura Oliven, Paul
Block, PhD,

Support Staff: Marty Dellapenna, Marge Ware

Meeting Began: 7:20 AM
Attendee Introductions

Review of the First MCAC Meeting Minutes
After a review of the October 7, 2009 MCAC Meeting Minutes, the committee moved to accept them without
edits.

Distribution of the 2010 MCAC Meeting Schedule

In 2010, MCAC meetings will be held on a Wed. from 7:00-8:00 AM in the LP Building on Howard Ave. in
Cranston. The meeting dates are as follows:

March 10, 2010

June 9, 2010

September 8, 2010

December 8, 2010

Review of the Draft MCAC Charter

The draft MCAC Charter document was reviewed. No additional edits were recommended. A motion
was made to accept the MCAC Charter as final. The motion was seconded and the committee was all in
favor of finalizing the MCAC Charter.

Due to an inclement weather delay, the meeting agenda was reordered and a Connect Care Choice Summary
was added.



Presentation: Summary Update - Connect Care Choice (CCC) Program

Presenter: Ellen Mauro, RN - Administrator, RI Dept. of Human Services
A handout summarizing current status of the Connect Care Choice, PCCM Model was distributed. The
committee had positive feedback on the CCC program. A suggestion was made for DHS to consider issuing
a separate CCC member identification card for administrative ease in a practice setting.

Presentation: Screening, Basic Intervention and Referral to Treatment (SBIRT)
Presenters: Craig Stenning, Director MHRH
Rebecca Boss, Administrator, MHRH
Director Stenning gave an introduction to the SBIRT services topic and an overview of the most recent
activities across the country and of best practice evidence given to the Committee by Rebecca Boss.

Rebecca covered information from a number of sources including: SAMHSA, The State of Washington,
Science Direct, the Providence Journal and the State of Kentucky. There was a strong recommendation
made by MHRH that DHS consider covering the established SBIRT Codes for reimbursement in a number of
medical provider settings.

Group Discussion:

O Questions were raised about the infrastructure for referrals being available in Rhode Island.

O Although there are several issues to resolve in Rhode Island, the overall consensus was that SBIRT
services have been shown to be beneficial, cost-saving Medicaid-covered services and the
reimbursement to providers is crucial to its success.

O The Committee stated that physicians want easy ways to find resources in the community and that an
adequate referral base for outpatient referrals is instrumental to SBIRT services being implemented in
the community.

The State’s intended rollout strategies were briefly discussed with several options to note:
1. In Hospital Emergency Departments
2. In Interested Physician groups (perhaps in CCC practices)

The Committee moved to recommend to DHS that SBIRT codes be added to the Medicaid Management
Information System (MMIS) system. Clinical programming needs to be considered and the MCAC would like
to be involved in the process. The Committee also strongly recommended that SBIRT services be
implemented in the CCC practices.

A final decision on where SBIRT will be implemented will be communicated to the MCAC by February 1,
2010.

Agenda Items for Next Meeting
1. Budget Overview
2. SBIRT Update
Next Meeting: Wednesday, March 10, 2010 (7:00 AM - 8:00 AM)

Meeting Adjourned: 8:30 AM
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